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Which Windows?Which Windows?
By Len

It might be useful to know exactly which version of 
Windows you are using. (Unless, of course you are 
using a computer running MAC or Linux.)

The current version of Windows is 10, either the 
Home or Professional version. Support for Windows 
7 will continue until January 14, 2020. 

All earlier versions of Windows are no longer sup-
ported by Microsoft. This does not mean that if you 
are running an older version your computer will stop
working. What it does mean is that you will no 
longer get bug fixes or updates. The updates protect 
your computer from hackers, so if you are connect-
ing to the Internet, it is important to keep your Win-
dows updated.

OK, here is how to find out what
version of Windows you are using.
In Windows 7 hold down the Win-
dows key and press the Pause
Break key. [Or, go to the Control Panel and select 
System.]

The Windows 7 System window will show what ver-
sion of Windows is installed on your computer. It 
will also show what processor and how much RAM 
is installed.

More to come, turn page F F F
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In Windows 10, select the 
Start tool from the taskbar,
then select the Settings
tool.

In the Windows Settings
window, select the Sys-
tem option. Then in the Settings window select the 
About option from the list on the left side of the dis-
play.

As of this writing, the most recent update is version 
1709.

Windows ScamsWindows Scams
By Len

Many of our residents, including myself, have re-
ceived phone calls from someone claiming to be 
from ‘Windows’ or ‘Office’ and claiming they want 
to help you with issues regarding your computer. If 
you go along with the caller, you will probably be 
asked to turn on your computer and then open a par-
ticular web site, or even open control of your com-
puter to an external operator. At the least, you should
simply hang up on the caller. When I am in an ornery
mood, I will tell the caller that this number is on a 
do not call list and then blow my police whistle as 
loud as possible into the phone.

Here is some general info about these scams.

The best thing you can do to help protect your-
self from fraud is to educate yourself. If you re-

ceive a notification or call from someone claim-
ing to be from a reputable software company, 
here are a few key tips to keep in mind:

    Be wary of any unsolicited phone call or pop-
up message on your device.

    Microsoft will never proactively reach out to 
you to provide unsolicited PC or technical sup-
port. Any communication we have with you must
be initiated by you.

    Do not call the number in a pop-up window on
your device. Microsoft’s error and warning mes-
sages never include a phone number.

    Never give control of your computer to a third 
party unless you can confirm that it is a legiti-
mate representative of a computer support team 
with whom you are already a customer.

    If skeptical, take the person’s information 
down and immediately report it to your local au-
thorities.

There are agencies that take reports about these 
scams. If you are interested in reporting a scam to 
these agencies, you can find links near the end of 
this linked article.

https://blogs.microsoft.com/on-the-
issues/2017/05/18/fight-tech-support-scams/

The Library of CongressThe Library of Congress
By Len

From Wikipedia: The Library of Congress is the 
research library that officially serves the United 
States Congress and is the de facto national li-
brary of the United States. It is the oldest federal 
cultural institution in the United States. 

The Library is housed in three buildings on Capi-
tol Hill in Washington, D.C.; it also maintains the
Packard Campus in Culpeper, Virginia, which 
houses the National Audio-Visual Conservation 
Center 

The Library of Congress claims to be the largest 
library in the world. Its "collections are univer-
sal, not limited by subject, format, or national 
boundary, and include research materials from all
parts of the world and in more than 450 lan-
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guages. Two-thirds of the books it acquires each
year are in languages other than English.

You might wonder
how this relates to
computer users.
Well, it turns out
that you can ac-
cess an amazing
amount of material
online through the 
Library of Con-
gress website.

History lovers can have a lot of fun surfing around 
on the Library of Congress web site. I tried entering
Ohio Territory in the search box and uncovered a 
variety of interesting (to me anyway) things. For 
example, here is a copy of part of a map of this area
in the late 1700’s.

One of the options available on some pages is an 
audio player that reads the text. So, if you can't, or 
don’t want to read the fine print, you can use the Li-
brary of Congress as a giant audio book collection.

A sentence being read is highlighted in green while 
the current word is highlighted in blue. This is a 
nice option for some users.

There is a large collection of old sheet music to be 
found at the Library of Congress. Here is an exam-
ple.

One of the things I discovered while surfing was a 
collection of maps of the Ohio-Erie Canal. I copied 
a section of one of the maps and modified it a bit to 
show where the canal went through Waverly. 

People who officially register copyrights for their 
works submit copies to the Copyright office. These 
copies are added to the Library of Congress collec-
tion. So, if you want to have your name immortal-
ized, just properly register a copyright for your 
work. Your friends will always be able to find you 
there.
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In Waverly, the canal used an aqueduct to
cross a creek.

https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.100004133/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.100004133/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/
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Looking for copies of oldLooking for copies of old
music?music?

By Len

There may be a time you would like to find a copy of
some old sheet music. The nearest music store prob-
ably does not stock old stuff, and it takes too much 
time to wander through antique stores and paw 
through piles of old music. Your computer web 
browser to the rescue.

There are a number of digital sheet music collec-
tions. Of course, one option is the Library of Con-
gress, as mentioned (and linked to) above. 

There are
other li-
braries that
maintain
digital sheet
music col-
lections.
One is the 
New York
Public Li-
brary.

The IMSLP
Petrucci Music
Library is a
source for mu-
sic scores that
are in the public
domain. Search-
ing and down-
loading scores
is a little tricky,
but you can get
PDF copies that
can be printed
from your com-
puter. 

I was able to
find a score for
a traditional
Swedish Christ-
mas song from
the IMSLP web
site.

A site dedicated
to free choral
music is CPDL.
This site pro-
vides a number
of ways to
search for
scores. 

The scores can be down-
loaded as PDF files for
printing. There is also an
option for listening to the
music.

A number of universities
maintain collections of old
sheet music that is available by downloading PDF 
files. For example, Duke University has a collection 
of over 3,000 pieces in it’s historic American sheet 
music.
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Sometimes music shows up in surprising places. 
For example, here is an old American children’s 
song found on a web site in the UK.

Turn MIDI Files Into Sheet MusicTurn MIDI Files Into Sheet Music

Some music sites have MIDI files instead of PDF 
files. MIDI files are music files that can be played 
on most computers using Windows Media Player or
VLC. Of course PDF files can simply be down-
loaded and printed. But, what if you want to get 
sheet music from a MIDI file?

One trick is to use the free MuseScore program. 
MuseScore can import MIDI files. Once the MIDI 
file is open in MuseScore, it can be edited and a 
PDF version can  be exported.

Here is an example of It’s Raining, It’s Pouring 
that was first saved as a MIDI file, and then the 
MIDI file was opened using MuseScore and then 
exported as a PDF file. 

The bottom line is that the Internet can be a big help
to folks who are trying to find copies of music 
scores.

It’s Greeting Card TimeIt’s Greeting Card Time
AgainAgain

By Len

Due to a few requests, I am offering to tutor BVCC 
members in creating greeting using the free 
LiberOffice Draw program. There is a link to a tuto-
rial for this on the BVCC Schoolhouse web page.
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MuseScore screen

PDF file exported from MuseScore

http://bvres.org/Schoolhouse-web-page/schoolhouse.html
https://musescore.org/en
https://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/hasm/
http://www.janwolters.nl/jwfree4-uk.html
https://musescore.org/en
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Selecting the option shown will open a PDF file 
which can either be used online or printed.

The latest version of LibreOffice can be downloaded
from the LibreOffice web site. You need to know 
what version of Windows your computer has. To find
out, review the Which Windows section in this 
newsletter.

The first step in creating a greeting card for folded 8 
½ by 11 inch paper is to determine how the card will 
look when it has been folded.

The first section of the tutorial suggests folding a 
piece of paper, writing the names of each side of the 
folded card, and then unfolding the paper. This will 
reveal what parts of the card have to be rotated to 
make the sides of the card right side up after folding.

If you are not a text oriented learner, or would like 
some personal help for creating your card, Len will 
be available in the Computer Room at 10:45, and 
again at 3PM on Tuesdays.
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https://www.libreoffice.org/download/download/
http://bvres.org/Schoolhouse-web-page/schoolhouse.html
https://www.libreoffice.org/download/download/
http://apcug2.org/

	Quick Index
	Which Windows?
	Windows Scams
	The Library of Congress
	Looking for copies of old music?
	Turn MIDI Files Into Sheet Music

	It’s Greeting Card Time Again

